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COOPERATION OF THE CHURCHES IN HOUSING 

REFORM ■ 

JAMES JENKINS, JR. 
Director of the Department of Social Betterment, Brooklyn Bureau of Charities 

FROM our experience on the Tenement House Committee 
I believe that social workers have not sufficiently appre- 
ciated the importance of connecting the churches with 
various social movements. I will refer briefly to a campaign in 
Brooklyn. The Tenement House Committee took up a specific 
piece of work, the elimination of the dark room, realizing that 
it was a source of immorality and disease. We secured the 
cooperation of the churches, giving each church a specific 
district. In each district they were to see if the tenements had 
dark rooms, if so to report them, also to follow up these cases 
and see that the city department did its work. The result was 
that forty thousand dark rooms were eliminated in Brooklyn. 
I think that the reason the churches have not been more active 
in social work is because they do not generally understand 
what they are to do. Our experience showed that if the work 
was explained to them exactly they would go ahead and do it. 

We are going to take up the sanitary conditions next, and 
we wish again to have the churches' help. In this case they 
will be given certain districts and will be asked to do the same 
kind of work that they did before. The Brooklyn Men and 
Religion Movement suggested that there should be a committee 
in each church, made up of a lawyer, a doctor and a business 
man, to consider all legislative measures and act immediately 
in supporting or opposing them. The favorable progress of 
tenement legislation during the past year was largely due to its 
consistent backing in New York. 

As a forward step in housing reform, would it not be a good 
plan to form tenants' guilds of the people in a group of tene- 

1 Discussion at the meeting of the Academy of Political Science, April 18, 1912. 
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ments, a block or a street or a small section of a district, and 
try to interest the people to keep their houses in as good con- 
dition as possible ; also to teach them to use the various safety 
devices ? 

I wish to endorse heartily the suggestion made by Mr. 
Veiller for the regulation of two-family houses. Many of 
these houses have as bad conditions in the way of dark rooms 
and bad plumbing as the worst tenements. We are told that 
room-overcrowding is unhealthy and increases immorality, but 
we have never had a competent investigation to show the exact 
results of this congestion. This investigation could be best 
made by night inspection. This inspection would be difficult 
but it could be accomplished and it would give us the real 
facts about room-overcrowding. 
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